
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Announces auditions for the position of 

 

CONCERTMASTER 
 

Saturday, September 7, 2019 
 

Ganz Hall 

Roosevelt University 

430 S Michigan Avenue 

Chicago, IL 

 
 

Orchestra Iowa presents more than 200 symphonic, ballet, opera, chamber music, musical 
theater, popular and education concerts each season, and teaches more than 400 

students through the Orchestra Iowa School. 
 
 

Orchestra Iowa, based in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, offers a per-service wage commensurate 
with experience(minimum start of $182 per service).  A new scale for 2019-2020 is currently 

being negotiated. In addition to eighty guaranteed services per year, additional 
employment is offered through the Orchestra Iowa School. 

 
 

Application Deadline is August 28, 2019.  Qualified candidates should mail a completed  
application form along with a one-page resume and $50 audition deposit to: 

 
 

Ed Karr, Chief Operating Officer 
Orchestra Iowa 

119 Third Avenue SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

 
 

More information available at www.orchestraiowa.org  
 
 



Orchestra Iowa is a member of the League of American Orchestras (Group 4),  
the Regional Orchestra Players Association and has a collective bargaining agreement  

with the American Federation of Musicians, Local 137. 
 

General Conditions of Employment 

Winning candidate must be eligible to work in the United States at the time of the audition 
and will be required to provide proof of eligibility. Due to the nature of working in public 
school district facilities, the ability to pass a background check is required of this position. 
 
About the Audition 

Live auditions will take place at Ganz Hall, Roosevelt University 430 S Michigan Ave, 
Chicago, IL on Saturday, September 7, 2019.  
 
To be considered for an audition time, interested applicants must submit the attached 
application form, a one-page resume and a $50 audition deposit no later than August 28, 
2019. Applicants will receive the audition deposit back upon check-in or upon cancelling 
prior to September 5. Applicants will receive an audition confirmation on September 5. 
Please verify that we have a valid email address and mobile number. 
 
Each applicant will be given a private practice room at least 30 minutes prior to their 
audition. 
 
Preliminary and Semi-Final round auditions will be held behind a screen. The Audition 
Committee reserves the right to dismiss immediately any candidate not meeting the highest 
standards.  
 
The Final round will take place without a screen. Additionally, Concertmaster finalists may 
be invited to perform with the Orchestra during the 2019-2020 season.  
 
It is anticipated that the winner of this audition will be announced by June 30, 2020 and 
that they will begin employment with Orchestra Iowa beginning September 1, 2020.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concertmaster Audition Registration Form 

 

 
Name: 
  
Address: 
 
 
 
City/State/Zip: 
 
Mobile Phone: 
 
Email Address: 
 
 
By signing below, you acknowledge the following: 
 

1. I am legally eligible to work in the United States. 
2. I submit to a background check should I be a finalist for the position. 
3. All the information on the attached resume is accurate. 

 
 
 

_______________________________________________ 
Signature 

 
Please return this page, along with a one-page resume that includes education, 
performance history, and teaching experience, along with a refundable $50 audition 
deposit to: 
 

Ed Karr, Chief Operating Officer 
Orchestra Iowa 

119 Third Avenue SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

 

 



Concertmaster Position Description 

The Concertmaster is responsible to and subject to direct supervision of the Music Director 
and is expected to show due respect to any guest conductor.  The Concertmaster is expected 
to lead by example regarding musical preparedness and artistry, professional decorum, and 
diplomacy.  The Concertmaster thus assists in maintaining the artistic quality of the orchestra. 
 

Orchestra Responsibilities: 
 

 Serve as Concertmaster for Orchestra Iowa and first violin of the Orchestra Iowa String 
Quartet, performing all assigned services including rehearsals and concerts for the 
Classical, Popular, and Chamber series; opera and ballet productions; run-outs, special 
presentations, and education/engagement activities, including those related to the 
Orchestra Iowa School. 
 

 Perform the solo violin passages in orchestra compositions and assign section divisi 
passages as required.  Lead sectional rehearsal for the string sections as requested. 

 

 Determine, in conjunction with the Conductor and other string principals when 
necessary, the bowings to be used by the violins and/or each of the string sections, as 
appropriate. Provide bowings to the Librarian on a timeline consistent with Library 
policy. 
 

 Supervise the tuning of the orchestra at all services by requesting the “A” from the 
principal oboe and proceeding until satisfied the orchestra is in tune. In the absence of 
the principal oboe, the concertmaster shall be prepared to sound an “A” tuned to 440. 
When the work includes a solo piano, give the principal oboe the “A” from the piano. 
 

 Participate in auditions and artistic reviews as assigned and specified in the Musicians 
Master Agreement. 
 

 Participate in meetings and/or artistic leadership activities as requested. 
 

 Participate and/or perform in fundraising and public relations appearances as requested 
during the season for the purpose of promoting the Orchestra. This includes 
appearances at all meet-the-artist and post-concert receptions. 
 

 Participate in the creation and implementation of education and engagement activities 
involving the Orchestra and its string quartet. Must be able to demonstrate instrument 
and present program to various aged audiences (e.g. assisted living centers, pre-school 
Pied Pipers, elementary school MITS). 
 

 Assume other such responsibilities as are traditionally delegated to the Concertmaster 
of a symphony orchestra. 
 

 Abide by all terms and covenants of the Master Agreement, and the bylaws and policies 
established by Orchestra Iowa. 

 



As an artistic leader of Orchestra Iowa, the Concertmaster shall not engage in any activities 
that conflict with the standards and values of the Orchestra. Concertmaster shall not assume a 
position independently or in another organization within the metropolitan area that offers any 
similar services of the Orchestra or its School without express written approval of the CEO 


